Glossary of Internet Terms
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Aggregator - Also known as a news aggregator or feed reader, an aggregator allows news content
that is generated or provided from another source to be brought together and displayed.

Atom - An evolving protocol for syndication and sharing of content. Atom is being developed as a
successor to and improvement over RSS and is more complex than RSS while offering support for
additional features such digital signatures, geographic location of author, possibly
security/encryption, licensing, etc. Like RSS, Atom is an XML-based specification.

Blog - (weB LOG) A blog is basically a journal that is available on the web. The activity of updating a
blog is "blogging" and someone who keeps a blog is a "blogger." Blogs are typically updated daily
using software that allows people with little or no technical background to update and maintain the
blog. Postings on a blog are almost always arranged in chronological order with the most recent
additions featured most prominently.

Blogosphere/Blogsphere - The current state of all information available on blogs and/or the sub-
culture of those who create and use blogs.

Blogroll - A blogroll is a collection of links to other weblogs. When present, blogrolls are often found
on the front page sidebar of most weblogs.

CSS - (Cascading Style Sheet) A standard for specifying the appearance of text and other elements.
CSS was developed for use with HTML in Web pages but is also used in other situations, notably in
applications built using XPFE. CSS is typically used to provide a single "library" of styles that are
used over and over throughout a large number of related documents, as in a web site. A CSS file
might specify that all numbered lists are to appear in italics. By changing that single specification
the look of a large number of documents can be easily changed.

Del.icio.us - Del.icio.us, pronounced simply "delicious," is a community bookmarking website in
which users can save Web pages they find and share them with other users. Because users'
bookmarks are made public and viewable by other users, other people often bookmark Web pages
that they find within other users' bookmarks. Del.icio.us keeps track of how many people bookmark
each site and posts the most popular websites on its home page.

Hypertext - Generally, any text that contains links to other documents - words or phrases in the
document that can be chosen by a reader and which cause another document to be retrieved and
displayed.

HTML - (HyperText Markup Language) The coding language used to create Hypertext documents for
use on the World Wide Web. HTML looks a lot like old-fashioned typesetting code, where you
surround a block of text with codes that indicate how it should appear. The "hyper" in Hypertext
comes from the fact that in HTML you can specify that a block of text, or an image, is linked to
another file on the Internet.

iTunes - iTunes is an audio playback program developed by Apple Computer. You can use iTunes to
import songs from CDs as well as other audio files from your hard drive. The program can also
download songs (for a small fee) from the iTunes Music Store. While songs are the most common
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files played by iTunes, you can also play spoken word files, such as audio books or other recordings.
iTunes also has a radio option that allows you to play live streams of Internet radio from a variety of
stations.

MP3 - Stands for "MPEG-1 Audio Layer-3." It is the most popular compressed audio file format. An
MP3 file is about one tenth the size of the original audio file, but the sound is nearly CD-quality.
Because of their small size and good fidelity, MP3 files have become a popular way to store music
files on both computers and portable devices.

Podcast - The name "podcast" combines the terms iPod and broadcast into a single catchy word. As
the name suggests, podcasts are audio and video broadcasts that can be played on an iPod.
However, because podcasts are downloaded using Apple iTunes and can be played directly within
the program, you don't actually need an iPod to listen to a podcast. Podcasts are distributed by both
professional organizations as well as amateur audio producers who want to share their content with
others. News organizations such as NPR and CNN offer podcasts of their news stories, while other
types of podcasts can be downloaded from Comedy Central, G4 TV, VH1, and many other
broadcasting companies.

Posting - Online message placed in a newsgroup, bulletin board system, or some other public
discussion group.

RSS - RSS is a format for delivering regularly changing web content. Many news-related sites,
weblogs and other online publishers syndicate their content as an RSS Feed to whoever wants it.

Search Engine - A (usually web-based) system for searching the information available on the Web.
Some search engines work by automatically searching the contents of other systems and creating a
database of the results. Other search engines contain only material manually approved for
inclusion in a database, and some combine the two approaches.

Social software - A range of web-based software programs that allow users to interact and share
data with other users.

Tags - A tag is a (relevant) keyword or term associated with or assigned to a piece of information (a
picture, a geographic map, a blog entry, a video clip etc.), thus describing the item and enabling
keyword-based classification and search of information. Tags are usually chosen informally and
personally by item author/creator or by its consumer/viewers/community.

Vlog - A video based journal.
Vodcast/Vidcast - A video based podcast.

Web 2.0 - A term often applied to a perceived ongoing transition of the World Wide Web from a
collection of websites to web applications such as blogs and wikis which may provide better user
participation, social interaction and collaboration.

Wiki - A wiki is a Web site that allows users to add and update content on the site using their own
Web browser. This is made possible by Wiki software that runs on the Web server. Wikis end up
being created mainly by a collaborative effort of the site visitors. A great example of a large wiki is
the Wikipedia, a free encyclopedia in many languages that anyone can edit. The term "wiki" comes
from the Hawaiian phrase, "wiki wiki," which means "super fast." | guess if you have thousands of
users adding content to a Web site on a regular basis, the site could grow "super fast."

YouTube - YouTube is a popular free video sharing website which lets users upload, view, and share
video clips.



